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The UAL Photography and the Archive Research Centre was 
designated by the University of the Arts London in 2003 and 
is based at the London College of Communication. The Centre 
commissions new and innovative research into photography 
and culture and organises seminars, study days, symposia 
and conferences, both within the UAL and externally. 
The Centre has a core group of members including Tom Hunter, 
Alistair ‘O Neill, Patrick Sutherland, Wiebke Leister, Jennifer 
Pollard, David Moore, Paul Lowe and Sara Davidmann. Centre 
staff and members supervise a group of PhD students. The 
Journal of Photography & Culture is co-hosted by the Centre 
and PARC also leads the online Directory of Photographic 
Collections in the UK. 
PARC’s interests span the history and culture of photography, 
with particular emphasis on post-war British photography, 
the documentation of war and conflict, the photography of 
fashion and style, the visualization of the counterculture, 
and photographers as filmmakers. 
PARC is currently working in partnership with the 
University of Sunderland; Street Level Photoworks; 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery; the Photographers’ Gallery; the 
National Media Museum; Ffotogallery, Wales; Birmingham 
Library and Archive Services; British Telecom; the Imperial 
War Museum; the University of Plymouth; the University of 
the Creative Arts; Berg Publishing and Photoworks. For more 
information about PARC’s work, including forthcoming 
conferences, seminars, exhibitions, publications and study 
days  visit: www.photographyresearchcentre.co.uk. 
Information about PARC’s research can also be found at:  
ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk. and on its Facebook group page.
Director: Professor Val Williams: v.williams@lcc.arts.ac.uk
Deputy Director: Brigitte Lardinois: b.lardinois@lcc.arts.ac.uk
Centre Administrator: Wendy Short: w.short@lcc.arts.ac.uk
Research Assistant: Bob Pullen: b.pullen@lcc.arts.ac.uk
Networking and IT: Belinda May
Research Seminars: Sam Vale
PhD Ambassador: Corinne Silva
Photography and the Archive Research Centre
London College of Communication 
Elephant & Castle 
London SE1 6SB


































































































































Field Study 15 Growing up in the New Age is a collaboration 
between Val Williams at PARC, Marjolaine Ryley (University 
of Sunderland) and Photographer Dave Walkling.
 
Growing up in the New Age began as an artist-initiated research 
project exploring the alternative world of ‘the counterculture’, 
from communes in the south of France, squatting in South 
London and ‘free school’ education to the many forays into all 
things ‘New Age’ set against the backdrop of social and political 
happenings of the era. During research for Growing up in the 
New Age Ryley came across the archive of photographer Dave 
Walkling, a rich and diverse survey of life in countercultural 
South-London. Walking has documented squats where Ryley 
and her parents lived, the free school, Kirkdale, she attended 
and he even worked in the basement darkroom in the squat 
where Ryley was born. Field Study 15: Growing up in the New 
Age brings together the work of photographers Marjolaine 
Ryley and Dave Walkling. A fascinating interface between the 
lives of both artists emerges. Ryley’s work has the feel of an 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ psychedelic dream, looking back at the 
counterculture through the prism of time, recapturing her 
childhood memories of places, people and events. Walkling 
lived through these times; his work has the feel of an intimate 
family album, capturing his life and the lives of his friends at 
a pivotal moment in history.
An exhibition of Ryley’s new work from the project Growing 
up in the New Age will be shown at Street Level Photoworks, 
Glasgow 21 April – 10 June and at Wolverhampton Art Gallery 
from 23 June – 8 September 2012. The exhibition will also 
include a rage of  images and materials from the project 
archive, featuring the work of Dave Walkling.
A book, Growing Up in the New Age, will be published by Daylight 
in Spring 2013. For more information see  the project website 
www.growingupinthenewage.org.
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